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For a successful implementation of sustainable energy projects, it is necessary that the potential from sustainable 
energy is properly included in the spatial planning processes, both at an urban and regional scale.

Urban and regional planning processes are by nature quite complex, involving many stakeholders and often having 
a long time horizon. In order to secure a proper inclusion of sustainable energy resources it is necessary that urban 
planners have a good expertise in the field of sustainable energy technology.

The SUSREG project has been elaborating precisely this objective: to stimulate the implementation of sustainable 
energy by means of capacity building among urban and regional planners.

With financial support from the Intelligent Energy Europe Programme, the SUSREG project has worked with staff of 
local planning authorities in nine European cities and regions on capacity building.

In this magazine we show the highlights from the case studies, which have been part in the capacity building 
process. The case studies cover a broad scope of planning approaches: from the development of a strategic 
regional energy plan to urban renovation plans and energy efficiency in industrial areas. Countries involved were 
Denmark, The Netherlands, Czech Republic, Italy, Spain and Cyprus.

All together we hope that the reader will get a useful overview of the different ways urban planning and 
sustainable energy planning are interrelated, and in what way we can support experts working on these subjects 
with focused training activities.

ERIK ALSEMA, PROJECT LEADER, SUSREG
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BY MAARTEN VAN GINKEL, SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PLANNER, NIJMEGEN, THE NETHERLANDS

HEAT DISTRIBUTION NODE UNDER CONSTRUCTION IN THE WAALSPRONG
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Grote Boel is part of a larger area 
designated for expansion of the city 

of Nijmegen. It is located north of the 
City Centre, on the north side of the 
river Waal. The location is within the 
concession area of a district heating 

system. The heat for this system is 
generated by the waste combustion 

plant in the south-west of Nijmegen. 
Other new built developments and 

existing housing areas are to be 
connected to the system as well. 
The municipality of Nijmegen has 

formulated an energy strategy for the 
city called Power to Nijmegen, whose 

aim is to reach zero fossil energy 
usage by 2045

NIJMEGEN, IMPROVING SPATIAL QUALITY 
AND REDUCING ENERGY USE
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BY DAVID STRUIK, DEVELOPER & DESIGNER, ISOCARP AND ERIK ALSEMA, SENIOR CONSULTANT, W/E, THE NETHERLANDS

SUSREG TECHNICAL SEMINAR, PARTICIPATION OF LOCAL PROFESSIONALS

In the previous chapters we 
described the different case studies 

that were elaborated as part of 
the SUSREG project. However, the 

primary objective of the project 
was to improve the expertise of 

professional planners with respect 
to sustainable energy. Therefore we 
organized two sets of trainings: 1) a 
series of masterclasses for the staff 

working on the case studies, and 
2) a number of national workshops 

open for all professional planners. In 
this chapter we will shortly describe 
the contents of these trainings and 
the main lessons from this activity 

MASTERCLASSES FOR REGIONAL 
STAFF; CONTENT AND 
ORGANISATION
A series of  six one-day masterclasses was 
developed and organised in each country. 
This training was targeted at the urban 
planners and related staff  from the regional 
authorities involved in the project. The idea 
was that the trainings should support them 
with their work on their own case study. Each 
masterclass focussed on a different aspect 
of  the integration of  sustainable energy into 
the planning process. The subjects covered 
consecutively were:
Session 1: Climate policy and energy con-
sumption - Vision and ambition are import-
ant to get into the right direction;

Session 2: Matching energy supply and de-
mand - Technical knowledge is necessary for 
implementing ambitions;
Session 3: Stakeholder involvement - Know- 
ledge to involve stakeholders through the 
planning process. Formulating and respond-
ing research questions;
Session 4: Process for new building - How 
knowledge can be applied successfully. De-
tailing the process for new building develop-
ments;
Session 5: Process for building renovation 
- How knowledge can be applied successful-
ly. Detailing the process for renovations / 
refurbishment / regeneration;
Session 6: Communication - Creating enthu-
siasm for sustainable planning.

C A P A C I T Y  B U I L D I N G  
FOR URBAN PLANNERS
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SUSREG PARTNERS:
W/E Consultants Sustainable Building www.w-e.nl
International Society of City and Regional Planners  www.isocarp.nl
Stadsregio Arnhem-Nijmegen www.destadsregio.nl
Environment Agency Middle Holland  www.odmh.nl
University of Applied Science Utrecht 
- Master of Urban & Area Development www.muad.nl
Tecnalia www.tecnalia.com
Agencia Provincial de la Energía de Ávila www.diputacionavila.es
City of Burgos – Strategic planning www.burgosciudad21.org
Sogesca  www.sogesca.it
Province of Treviso www.provincia.treviso.it
Emilia Romagna region www.ervet.it
Institut pro udr�itelný rozvoj sídel z.s. www.iurs.cz
Energy Agency Vysocina www.eav.cz
European Green Cities Network www.europeangreencities.com
Gate 21 www.gate21.dk
Stratagem Ltd www.stratagem-ltd.com
Limassol Municipality www.limassolmunicipal.com.cy

THE EUROPEAN GREEN CITIES NETWORK (EGCN) IS AN ASSOCIATION 
OF CITIES, ORGANISATIONS AND COMPANIES FOCUSING ON 
CONTRIBUTING TO THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF EUROPE.

EGCN COMPRISES 85 MEMBERS FROM 14 COUNTRIES, WORKING 
WITH EU-PROJECTS, INNOVATION, IMPLEMENTATION OF BEST 

PRACTICE IN PLANNING AND BUILDING PROJECTS, PROCESSES, 
DISSEMINATION AND EDUCATION. 

OUR MEMBERS AIM TO SUPPORT EACH OTHER IN PROGRESSING 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAINABLE PROJECTS, 
DISSEMINATE RESULTS AND INITIATE NEW PROJECTS. 

The sole reaponsibility for the content of this report lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the European Union. Neither the EASME nor the European Commission are 
responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therin.
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